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MOD Lanyards: Enforcing Security and Identity Across Military Services

The Ministry of Defence operates across hundreds of sites throughout the UK and overseas, from naval bases and RAF stations
to army barracks and training facilities. Across these environments, MOD lanyards support security, identification, and
maintaining the professional, polished apperances expected of Britain’s Armed Forces.

Whether they’re used by Royal Navy personnel, RAF squadrons, or Army units, custom MOD lanyards offer a practical way to
carry ID cards whilst reflecting the character of a unit. In settings where security and professionalism matter, a well-designed
lanyard can be a useful part of everyday uniform.

Why MOD Lanyards Matter

In military and defence environments, clear identification is a key matter of security. MOD lanyards make it easy to display ID
cards, helping to manage access control in restricted areas.

Used alongside photo ID cards and electronic access systems, lanyards form part of a wider security process. They do not
replace other controls, but they do help staff and visitors identify credentials quickly and consistently when working alongside
manned security stations and electronic key-card scanners at access control points

Beyond security, custom lanyards also help build a sense of unit pride and identity. Lanyards featuring unit badges, squadron
crests, or ship names create a sense of belonging that’s always been part of military culture.

Lanyard Use Across All Branches of the Armed Forces

All branches of our British Armed Forces can benefit from professionally printed custom lanyards. Each branch of our military
has strict security requirements, and lanyards help to form part of that security-first environment by allowing for clearly
displayed identification. In practice, they are often used to help identify personnel, contractors, and visitors in busy or shared
environments.
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Common uses include:

Visitor management, where guests need to be clearly identified, letting staff know they should be accompanied

Contractor access, especially important on sites with civilian staff working alongside military personnel.

Events and public engagement, where it’s important to differentiate staff who may not be in uniform from civilians.

Training environments, where instructors, trainees, and support staff might all be working together.

Office and headquarters settings, where staff often have access to confidential files or sensitive information and may need
to display their credentials.

Royal Navy Lanyards

The Royal Navy works across ships, shore establishments, and overseas locations, so durability matters. On board ship, a lanyard
should be practical, comfortable, and safe to wear in tighter working spaces. Our lanyards all include safety breaks as a
standard.

Additionally, many naval units choose lanyards that reflect the vessel, ship name, or emblem. That can help build identity
without sacrificing the professional appearance expected on board or ashore. Naval bases and dockyards may also include a
mix of military staff, contractors, and visitors. Clear lanyards and ID holders can help make access control easier in those
environments.

RAF Lanyards

The Royal Air Force works across a number of major UK stations, including RAF Brize Norton, RAF Lossiemouth, RAF Coningsby,
and RAF Cranwell. These are large, active sites where clear identification supports daily operations, training, and event security.

Squadrons often choose custom lanyards featuring their badge, number, or station branding to create a consistent and
professional look. At places like Cranwell, where training and administration are both important, lanyards can help distinguish
between instructors, trainees, support staff, and visitors.

They are also useful at open days and air shows, where staff, contractors, media, and guests need to be identified quickly and
clearly.

Additionally, the RAF sometimes operates from joint civilian and military airbases, where identifying military personnel is key.
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Army Lanyards

The British Army has a diverse structure with a wide range of units and working environments. The flexibility of design in a
custom lanyard is ideal for the wide range of units in the British Army.

In headquarters, barracks, and training establishments, lanyards can help support identification and bring a tidy, professional
finish to daily wear. Some units prefer lanyards that reflect regimental colours, cap badges, or unit insignia, reinforcing identity
without taking away from the polished appearance of the uniform.

MOD lanyards are also useful in training settings, where it helps to distinguish instructors, trainees, and support staff.

Uniform, Security and Identity

Across all services within the armed forces, lanyards serve three key requirements:

Uniform standards are a key part of maintaining public trust. Military uniforms represent deep military traditions, and a
professionally designed custom lanyard will respect this tradition without detracting from the uniform itself, creating a
smart, coordinated appearance. MOD lanyards can respect military tradition whilst serving practical functions.

Security requirements in defence environments are non-negotiable. Lanyards displaying official MOD ID cards allow for
quick visual identification in critical security areas, maintaining security and keeping checkpoints running smoothly.

Service identity is deeply important in military culture. Custom lanyards featuring unit badges, ship names, squadron
numbers, or regimental insignia maintain security standards whilst also building unit pride.
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Design Considerations for MOD Lanyards

Military lanyards need to meet high standards for quality and safety. Choosing a professional custom lanyard designer ensures
you’re working with someone who understands the design requirements of MOD lanyards. We can advise you on the best
printing techniques, materials, and safety features whilst respecting military traditions.

Colour schemes often reflect service branches. We offer Pantone and CMYK colour matching to ensure faithfully replicated
colours for your chosen design, making it easy to match lanyards with existing uniforms.

Badge and crest reproduction requires high-quality printing that does justice to historic military insignia. We offer high
quality printing methods including dye sublimation and screen printing to accurately reproduce your military insignia. Dye
sublimation is best for complex and detailed logos, whereas screen printing is best for bold and simple designs. We can
advise you on the best choice between dye sublimation vs screen printing based on your needs.

Durability is essential in military environments where lanyards face daily use in demanding environments. We offer a range
of strong and versatile materials including eco-friendly options to help you meet environmental impact targets.

Safety features including breakaway connectors protect personnel in situations where lanyards might catch on equipment.
We include safety breaks as a standard on all our lanyards to reduce strangulation hazards.

3-5 DAY CUSTOM LANYARDS

Ordering MOD Lanyards

When you’re ordering custom MOD lanyards, working with a supplier who understands your needs makes the whole process
simpler and smoother. Our expert teams ensure professional badge reproduction, appropriate colour matching, and clear
timeframes for delivery. Our in-house artwork team can convert your logos to the right file type to ensure accurate
reproduction.

We have low minimum order requirements, perfect for supplying new personnel without needing to over-order. Plus, with our
bulk ordering system, the price per unit lowers with the more you order, making it cost-effective when supplying lanyards for a
whole squadron, base, or ship.

Our custom lanyard design tool is simple and intuitive to use, but if you’re having trouble, you can read our guide on how to
use our personalised lanyard design tool or call our team for support.
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

Ready to Order Your Branded Lanyards?

Creating your branded lanyard couldn’t be easier with our personalised lanyard design tool that lets you see changes directly in
the editor. Choose colours, custom text, and place your company logo then preview your design immediately. Or save your
design for later and download a quote to continue when you’re ready to make a decision.  

If you need a little help, you can contact our friendly team for advice or just dive in right away if you’re ready!  

We’ve got an in-depth tutorial on how to use our personalised lanyard design tool which shows you the full process step-by-
step, and our designers are available to help if you get stuck. 

Start designing your custom lanyards today or get in touch with our team for support. 

GET STARTED

Your Name (required)

Your Email (required)
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Your Message

SEND
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