
 
 

Generator Oil: Which One Should You 
Use? 

Imagine you’ve just splashed out on a top-quality generator—only for the dreaded “low-oil” warning 
light to flash on and you realise you’ve run out of the proper oil. So, what oil should you be using? 

Choosing the right oil for your generator is crucial for performance, durability, and peace of mind. 
Whether you’re questioning viscosity, engine type, operating conditions, or brand, this guide will 
walk you through everything you need to make an informed decision. 

Always Consult the Manual First 
Before typing “best generator oil” into a search bar, have a look at your generator’s manual. It’s likely 
the most reliable source for specifications regarding engine oil type. Use it as your starting point—
this will save you from guesswork and potential damage. 

Understand Oil Viscosity 
Viscosity is usually indicated by an SAE (Society of Automotive Engineers) rating, such as SAE 10W-
30: 

• 10W denotes the oil’s flow at cold start-up (the “W” stands for “winter”). 
• 30 indicates how the oil handles heat, specifically at around 100 °C. 

Many generators recommend 10W-3.0, but always check the manual to avoid poor lubrication or 
engine wear. 

Factor in Operating Temperatures 
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Different oils perform better under varying environmental conditions: 

• SAE 30 is generally suited to temperatures above 0 °C. 
• 10W-30 works well between approximately −10 °C and +40 °C. 
• Synthetic 5W-30 offers flexibility across a broad range of temperatures, though it 

may deplete quickly in high-temperature settings.  

Know Your Engine Type: 2-Stroke vs 4-
Stroke 
Generators typically come with either a 2-stroke or 4-stroke engine: 

• 2-stroke engines require oil to be mixed with the fuel, or you might use a premixed 
fuel/oil blend. 

• 4-stroke engines use oil and fuel separately, like a traditional car engine. 
Understanding this distinction ensures you’re choosing the correct oil system for your machine. 

Stick to Trusted Brands 
When selecting oil, it’s not the time to skimp. Reputable brands like Castrol, Gulf, and Nulon are 
known for consistent quality and reliability. Investing in a well-regarded brand helps safeguard your 
generator’s performance. 

Recommended Oils by Engine Type 
Here are some top picks trusted by Generator Pro: 

• 2-Stroke: Gulf Pride 2T or Castrol 2-Stroke Engine Oil — both include premium 
additives to protect your engine. 

• 4-Stroke: Nulon Semi-Synthetic 10W-30 Hi-Tech — praised for wear resistance and 
anti-sludge properties. Alternatively, Castrol Power 1 offers a budget-friendly yet 
dependable option.  

Find The Right Generator Oil Today 
Searching “what kind of oil do you use in a generator” online often leads to a flood of scattered 
information from numerous sources. This article helps you cut through the noise and choose the 
right generator oil with confidence. Ready to purchase generator oil? Contact us today or click 
here to explore our selection of oils available for sale! 
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