News release

Fronius Welding

Anniversary

80 years of innovation. 80 years of technology. 80
years of Fronius.

Founded in 1945 as a regional specialist repair shop for radio and electrical
equipment, Fronius has grown to become an essential player in the global
industry over the past 80 years. Throughout its history, team spirit,
perseverance, and staying power have always been at the heart of the Austrian
family business.

It all started on June 20, 1945, when Gunter Fronius officially advertised that he would be
offering maintenance services for radio and electrical appliances out of a hotel. Not long after,
the trained electrical engineer had a revolutionary idea: He built a device for recharging car
batteries, allowing them to be used for longer. This first Fronius product was a big hit, and was
followed by innovative chargers for industrial applications such as forklift batteries. The
company’s success story had begun.

“If you look at the conditions at the time, our beginnings came down to innovative strength, boldness,
and team spirit. Resources were in short supply, but that sparked my grandfather’s inventive spirit
and drove him to make the best possible use of what he had to work with, to make it repairable and
affordable for a broad sector of the population,” says Elisabeth Engelbrechtsmuller-Straul3, Fronius
CEO and granddaughter of the company founder.

Success thanks to perseverance

Just five years in, Gunter Fronius expanded the company’s range to include welding
transformers. This move laid the groundwork for Fronius to grow into a substantial, medium-
sized industrial company. In 1980 Gunter Fronius handed over the reins to the next generation,
Brigitte Strauld and Klaus Fronius. They launched a program of growth and international
expansion that delivered innovative welding solutions and led to the founding of numerous
subsidiaries all over the world—of which there are now 37. Starting in 1992 Fronius also turned
its attention to solar energy, which was considered alternative at the time but is now
indispensable in the energy industry.

“Renewable energy is a driving force for us, so we are continually working on solutions that link up the
electricity, heating, cooling, and mobility sectors to achieve our vision of 24 hours of sun,” says
Engelbrechtsmuller-Straul3, who took over the management of the company from her mother
and uncle in 2012.
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Through its products and solutions, the technology company has helped to drive economic
progress worldwide, thus contributing significantly to the growth of other companies, for
example in the automotive industry. The 20th anniversary of Cold Metal Transfer (CMT)
represents a key milestone in this context. By introducing this innovative welding process,
Fronius ushered in a paradigm shift in welding technology. For the first time ever, CMT made it
possible to thermally join galvanized steel and aluminum sheets, as well as joining wafer-thin
aluminum sheets from a thickness of 0.3 millimeters.

Success thanks to progress

Fronius currently operates in two strategic business areas.

Fronius Welding continues to revolutionize welding technology, while Solar & Energy is moving
ever closer to its goal of making the best possible use of solar energy as well as optimizing
battery charging systems for intralogistics—based on the idea of the company's founder and
the very first Fronius product. While these two lines of business may appear very different at
first glance, the company’s team of 7,000 specialists worldwide continues to pursue the same
clear mission, just as it has for the past 80 years: Researching and controlling electricity as the
fuel of the future. “And we want to make this a future worth living—for us and future generations,”
says Engelbrechtsmuller-Straul3.

Success thanks to foresight and vision

As well as looking back, the company’s anniversary is an occasion to think about the future.
Fronius will continue to research ways of converting electrical current as well as developing,
producing, and pushing forward with targeted solutions in this field. While the company is
continually breaking new ground in this regard, the managing director notes that certain things
are set in stone: “No one really knows what the future will bring. But we will remain financially
independent and continue boosting Austria’s standing as a business location—and thus value creation
for our products in Europe. Our drive to research will be part of everything we do, always focusing on
quality and user-friendliness.”
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This news release together with the images are available for you to download:
https://www.fronius.com/en/welding-technology/info-centre/press.

Photos: Fronius International GmbH; reprints free of charge

Gunter Fronius founded the company in 1945.
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Sales of battery chargers and welding machines were the key
propeller for growth for Austrian family-run company Fronius.
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Elisabeth Engelbrechtsmiuller-Straul3, granddaughter of the company
founder, now oversees the business at Fronius.

Over its 80-year history, Fronius has grown from a one-man
operation to a global industrial group with around 7,000 employees.

Innovative strength—20 years of Cold Metal Transfer (CMT): Since its
introduction in 2005, CMT has changed the world of welding and set
new standards in precision, stability, and versatility.

We are Fronius.

Around 6,700 employees worldwide at the end of 2024, a current export share of 90 percent, and
1,752 active patents: that's us, that’s Fronius. Founded in 1945 as a regional one-man operation,
we are now a global industrial company—a fact that is impressively demonstrated by our 37
international subsidiaries and our network of sales partners in more than 60 countries. And yet,
at heart, we are still a family-owned company from Austria working in the electrical and
electronics industry. Fronius Welding continues to revolutionize welding technology, while
Fronius Solar & Energy focuses on making the best possible use of solar energy and optimizing
battery charging systems for intralogistics. For 80 years, we have kept our sights set on the
same clear goal: Researching electricity and making efficient use of this fuel of the future. We
develop products and solutions for a future worth living in, offering our customers an all-in-one
package extending from advance planning and consulting to ongoing monitoring and a repair
service tailored to their specific needs. We are innovative. We are curious. We are Fronius.
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Fronius Welding.

Maximum arc quality, a deep understanding of our customers, a thirst for technical progress:
We are the innovation leader for arc welding and the global market leader for robot-assisted
welding. Our customized, automated complete systems and digital welding solutions for
Industry 5.0 are the product of our expertise. Intuitive welding systems for manual welding
applications, high-quality welding accessories, and effective protective products to keep users
safe round off our portfolio. As a global company, we offer regional service through local teams
who are on hand for our customers around the world. Our technologies break new ground and
form connections - between metals, industries, and people.

For more information, please contact:

United States:

Fronius USA LLC, Mr. Timothy Harnew
6797 Fronius Drive, 46368 Portage, IN
Tel: +1 (219) 734 5723

Mobil: +1 (219) 628 3813

E-Mail: Harnew.Timothy@fronius.com

United Kingdom:

Fronius UK Ltd; Miss Kim Lee;

Maidstone Road, Kingston, Milton Keynes, MK10 0BD
Phone: +44 1908 512340

E-Mail: lee.kim@fronius.com

Canada:

Fronius Canada Ltd., Mr. Ted Clifford

2875 Argentia Road, Units 3 - 6 Mississauga, ON L5N 8G6
Phone: +1 905 288 2128,

E-Mail: clifford.ted@fronius.com

Croatia:

Eurotehnika d.o.o., Marijana Skelin Curt
Susedsko polje 2b, HRV - 10000 Zagreb
Tel.: +38598 981 15 13

e-posta: mskelin@eurotehnika.hr

Estonia:

Spetselektroodi AS, Eesti, Indrek Ranne,
Tel: +372 6140 866,

E-post: indrek@spetselektroodi.ee

Latvia:

SIA SPECIALS ELEKTRODS

Oskars Stepins, Jauna Ligo iela 31, Mezlides, Bergi, Ropazu nov.
Talr.: +37 167 332603

Mob. talr.: +37 129 116696

E-pasts: oskars@specialselektrods.lv

Slovenia:
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Ingvar d.o.o., Marko Peclin

Brn¢i¢eva ul. 5d, 1231 Ljubljana, Slowenien
tel.: +386 1 236 14 20

e-postni naslov: marko.peclin@ingvar.si

Ukraine:
Slavy 24 [ syn. Cnasw, 24 Knjazhitshi / c. Knsxuui
Ten.: +380 (44) 277 21 41

South Africa:

Fronius South Africa Pty Ltd; Edric Van der Walt

Dytchley Road, Barbeque Dawns, 1685 Midrand, South Africa
Phone: +27 65 686 8286

E-Mail: VanderWalt.Edric@fronius.com

India:

FRONIUS INDIA PVT. LTD; Pranjali Ghanekar

Plot no. BG 71/2/B, Pimpri Industrial Area, MIDC Bhosari,
Pune - 411026, Maharashtra, India

Phone: +91 73910 87915

E-Mail: marketing.india@fronius.com

Fronius International GmbH:
Heidemarie Haslbauer

Phone: +43 664 882 93 709,
E-Mail: haslbauer.heidemarie@fronius.com

Please send an author's copy to our agent:

alkommunikation Schweizer GmbH, Mrs. Kirsten Ludwig,
Oberdorfstrale 31/1, 70794 Filderstadt, Deutschland
Phone: +49 0 711 9454161-20,

E-Mail: kirsten.ludwig@alkommunikation.de

For more exciting updates, visit our blog at blog.perfectwelding.fronius.com and follow us on
Facebook (froniuswelding), LinkedIn (perfect-welding), Instagram (froniuswelding) and YouTube
(froniuswelding)!
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