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What’s next for air compressors? 

The next big thing in the compressed air sector? Place your bets on 
variable speed air compressors. 

Traditionally, variability has been something the air compressor industry has been keen to 
eradicate. After all, variable pressures and flowrates tend to add to production time and 
rework. So it seems counter-intuitive for variable speed air compressors to be the next 
major advancement in the compressed air sector. But actually, it makes perfect sense. 

Until now, air compressors have been on or off. They’re either giving you 100% or they’re 
giving you nothing – there’s no middle ground. That’s dramatically different from, for 
example, your car which, in addition to ‘off’ or ‘full throttle’, delivers a range of power 
depending on how heavily you plant your foot on the accelerator. 

It’s a similar situation with a variable speed drive (VSD) air compressor, which can adjust its 
motor and elements to match the demand. That could be a big deal for organisations relying 
on air power, especially when 70% of an air compressor’s cost is energy. VSDs could cut air 
compressor energy consumption by 35%. And since there’s less requirement for 
compressors to run flat out, there should also be a corresponding improvement in lifespan. 

It’s still relatively early days for VSD air compressors, but as with any new technology, prices 
are likely to reduce over time.  

To discuss which air compressor system is right for your business talk to Algar Air on 0114 
243 2347 or contact us. 

 

 

META: What’s next for air compressors? Algar Air explores the latest developments in 
compressed air technology. 

 

 

Twitter: #AirCompressors: could new technology cut the energy consumption of your air 
compressor by 35%? LINK 

 



 

Facebook: 70% of the cost of your #aircompressor is energy. So what if you could cut energy 
consumption by 35%? In this article we explore a new development in compressed air 
technology: variable speed drives: LINK 


